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Valley of the Sun Early Childhood Association 

(VSECA.org), a Chapter of the Arizona Association for the 

Education of Young Children, was incorporated as an  

Arizona non-profit 501(c)(3) in 1974. 

We are a dedicated group of professionals that work to 

promote high-quality early learning for all young         

children, birth through age 8, by connecting early     

childhood practice, policy, and research.  
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Reflections 
Mary Ann Biermeier, Executive Director 
Lisa Cobb, Governing Board Chair 

Valley of the Sun reaffirms its dedication to children and educators within Maricopa County. 

We believe that all children deserve nurturing, playful and challenging environments for which to learn.  Research has 

shown that the early years in a child’s life represent a critically important window of opportunity to develop a child’s 

full potential - shaping academic, social and cognitive skills.  With intention, we have created programs that nurture a 

robust community of adults, dedicated to helping children grow into caring citizens, thriving in an ever changing 

world. 

 This year…. 

• We completed three FLIP THIS PLAYGROUND installations.  Impacting over 1500 students. 

• We returned to in-person professional development for CTE students and new hires!   

• We delivered robust online resources for schools developing outdoor learning spaces. 

• We were able to make our work visible through CANDID Non-Profit Platinum rating. 

• We branded LIGHT THAT FIRE with it’s own logo, affirming our commitment to this program. 

 

As we reflect on this past year, we recognize the impact of collaborative learning in our efforts to hone our skills as 

educators and practitioners.  We are grateful to our NAEYC community and our governing board volunteers that guide 

our programs and share their talents within classrooms.  As we look forward to the future, we recommit ourselves to 

putting our values into practice. 

 

 

 

2500 Students in Four School Districts (FLIP THIS PLAYGROUND) 

165 New Early Childhood Educators  (LIGHT THAT FIRE!) 

14 Talented Governing Board Members 

3 Parent - Teacher Garden Committees 

 20 Grant Funding Organizations & Many Charitable Supporters 

Your contributions are making difference in lives of children and their teachers! 

 

 

By the Numbers 

https://www.guidestar.org/profile/shared/554760fb-1c4c-4483-a882-9fb08c242051
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Values into Action 
Building and sustaining relationships is the heart of our profession.  We believe that teaching is a profession that 

guides the student in building relationships with others, with materials and tools, and with everything in their         

environment.   

We believe all children have the right to a safe and accessible, high quality early childhood education that includes 

a developmentally appropriate curriculum; knowledgeable and well-trained program staff and educators; and 

comprehensive services that support their health, nutrition, and social well-being.  

We are guided by NAEYC’s statements of High Functioning and Inclusive Organizations, NAEYC’s Code of Ethics, 

and  NAEYC’s statement of Developmentally Appropriate Practices for children age 0 - 8 years. 

To achieve NAEYC Accreditation, schools must complete an extensive self–study process and on-site assessment, 

measuring programs and services against the ten learning and developmental Standards and more than 200 related 

program Accreditation criteria.   These NAEYC standards are the foundation for Arizona’s Early Learning Standards 

and  Arizona’s Academic Standards for K-3.  To learn more about NAEYC, please visit: www.naeyc.org.  

About NAEYC 
The National Association for the Education of Young Children (NAEYC) is the   

nation's largest, non-profit organization serving early childhood educators. 

Founded in 1926, NAEYC is one of the most respected organizations in the field, 

with well over 60,000 members and a national network of 51 state affiliates.  

FLIP THIS PLAYGROUND builds vegetable gardens as learning laboratories. 
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The values we hold for children’s learning experiences are reflected in the design of FLIP THIS PLAYGROUND.  

FLIP THIS PLAYGROUND provides outdoor libraries, unique gardens, music centers, unusual pathways and 

small group centers which support foundational literacy and scientific inquiry.  Each site is a Title I school 

where 90% of the families live at or below poverty.  By transforming hardscape playgrounds, we are putting 

research into practice.  We are acting upon our values by creating high sensory, engaging spaces for teachers 

and children to create learning together. 

BEFORE 

AFTER 

FLIP THIS PLAYGROUND 
RESEARCH INTO PRACTICE - COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT 

 

 Alhambra Preschool Academy 

Major Funding: 
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FLIP THIS PLAYGROUND 
RESEARCH INTO PRACTICE - COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT 

 

 

 

BEFORE 

AFTER AFTER 

This year we partnered with Ronald 

McDonald House Charities by installing 

new irrigation in their courtyard garden.  

We added our Mariposa Library Garden, 

Fairy Village and Tic-Tac-Toe tree stump. 
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September 17, 2022                                                         July 14, 2021 

Through a grant award with First 

Things First Arizona, we were able 

to provide each participant a copy 

of The Good Egg, by Jory John. 

Valley of the Sun offers professional development forums that bring together high school CTE programs and 

local community college programs focused on educators just entering the field.  
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ONLINE RESOURCES 
PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT 

We are committed to developing and supporting the next generation of early childhood educators.     

Our website (VSECA.org) was further developed to include RESOURCES for EDUCATORS in implementing 

the Outdoor Classroom and Growing Learning Gardens.    These resources and lesson plans are FREE to all 

educators, parents and curriculum specialists. 



Many Thanks! 
We are grateful to our sponsors in supporting innovative and engaging early learning programs.  So much has 

changed in our world, yet one thing we know for certain is that people who teach and care for our children need our 

support now more than ever. 

Thank you Valley of the Sun Governing Board Members: 

Lisa Cobb, Chair.   Arizona PBS Regional Coordinator for Arizona Early Childhood Workforce Registry and First Things First College 

scholarships, a division of Arizona State University.  

Harry Clapeck, Treasurer.  General Accounting Manager and Senior Accountant with the Chamberlain Group, Inc. (retired).  

Gloria McGinty, Professional Development. Trainer with Chicanos por la Causa and Instructor at Maricopa Community Colleges.  

Regina Rico, Secretary. Operator and owner of an Arizona LLC Title 9 Child Care Licensing company. 

Claire Schonaerts, Honorary Chair.  Associate clinical professor at Northern Arizona University  (retired). 

Judy Basham.  Program Director and Faculty for ECE at Glendale Community College.  

Susan Cahalan.  Master teacher 1st Grade thru 6th Grade Team Teaching and Learning Disabilities (retired).   

Paula Corbin.  Early Childhood Education CTE instructor at EVIT and dual enrollment instructor at Mesa Community College.  

Gordon Freeman Brown. Arizona PBS Regional Coordinator and ACE’s Trainer. 

Liz Gonzales. Assistance Principal Isaac Elementary School District. 

Becky Johnson.  Professional Development System Specialist at First Things First. 

Catherine Kirk.  Leadership Team with the City of Phoenix Head Start at the Alhambra Preschool Academy. 

Pilar Kelley.  Founder and CEO of Little Big Minds Preschool.  

Jenny Stahl.  Master teacher and Family Educator with Focused Kids. 
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Valley of the Sun Early Childhood Association 

A Chapter of Arizona AEYC 

25150 North Pima Road 

Scottsdale, AZ 85255 

 

Arizona 501(c)(3)   EID: 23-7066420 

 

Contact Us: 

you.matter@vseca.org 

VSECA.org 

(480) 306-0542 

 

https://vseca.org/

